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iNET-CKD History

• Exploratory meetings between established cohort investigators (2010)
• Formal call for participation (2011)
• Established with ISN support 2012 – initially 14 cohorts
• Continued growth – global representation
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A unique network of 32 cohort studies patient-level data and bio-samples
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The ISN International Network of Chronic Kidney Disease cohort studies (iNET-CKD) facilitates 
collaboration between independently-funded 
CKD study investigators to improve understanding of CKD progression and its consequences.

https://theisn.org/research/
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INET-CKD

Goals:
• Promote and enhance research opportunities using 

patient-level data and bio-samples to understand CKD 
progression and outcomes;

• Improve research capacity around the world through 
education, especially to carry out observational cohort 
studies; and

• Help investigators establish CKD cohort studies.
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Publications & policy 
(1 network paper (2016), 3 iNET-CKD study 
publications, 1 iNET-CKD authorship policy)

5
Webinars

(CKD associated anemia, 
building a cohort study, 

cohorts pursuing anemia
research )
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1

ISN-Named 
Fellows

(Recognition of early-
career ISN members w/  
significant contributions 
to iNET-CKD activities)
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Data availability 
questionnaires

(2017 (biological samples), 2021 
(data anemia study), 2024 (in-depth 

questionnaire)
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Interview

Uniqueness of iNET-
CKD and its Projects

INET-CKD HIGHLIGHTS

Courses at 
WCN

Since 2017 (Clinical 
Epidemiology)

Study Country(ies)

PROGRESER ESP

CKD-REIN FRA

RIISC UK

RRID UK

SALFORD UK

EQUAL UK, NE, DE, IT, SE, POL

PROVALID AT, HU, NE, PL, UK

PSI BIND-NL NE

GCKD DE

BIS DE

CORE CKD TH

CKD-JAC JP

KNOW-CKD KR

C-STRIDE CN

ICKD IN

CKD.QLD AU

Can PREDDICT CA

CRIC US

NRHP-URU UY 

CKiD US, CA

20 studies 19 countries
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A unique network of 32 cohort studies patient-level data and bio-samples
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Collaborative opportunities

International Variability in Kidney Disease: What and why? 

Leveraging and country specific individual data & biosamples

 Natural history of CKD related anemia

 BMI and clinical outcomes

 CKD regression and remission



Additional opportunities: 
What other questions can we ask and answer? 

 Deep phenotyping of individuals using biosamples
• Novel biomarkers ‘indicative’ of important  processes (inflammation, fibrosis, ischemia etc) and assessing 

variability across individuals and countries

• Proteomics 

 Opportunities for enrolment of iNET cohort participants into clinical trials 

 Explore possibility of establishing new cohorts 

 Informing new cohort studies and complimentary to other ISN initiatives
❖ I3c ( CKDu)

❖ SHARE-RR

❖ ISN ACT 

❖ Industry Partnership Exploration
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Prospective CKD Cohorts – Key Messages

• Deliver long-term, real-world insights unavailable from 
RCTs

• Require clear research questions, diverse sampling, 
and standardized high-quality data (eGFR, 
albuminuria, PROMs, CKD cause)

• Depend on strong governance, patient engagement, 
and sustainable funding with robust biosample 
handling

• Achieve greatest impact through data linkage and 
cross-cohort harmonization (iNET-CKD) to inform 
guidelines and policy.
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